
 

At Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale Schools we are KIND: 
 

Kind and accepting 
Independent learners 

Never giving up 
Determined to be our personal best 

 
Under God’s guidance, we teach children the importance 

of kindness towards others, tolerance and mutual  
respect.  This empowers children to have the courage to 

achieve their personal best. 
 

Psalm 145:17 
‘The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his 

works’ 
 

Luke 2:40 
‘And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 

with wisdom…’  
 

We uphold these values through our golden rules: 
• Be ready  

• Be respectful 
• Be safe 
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The Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale CE Federation Newsletter 

Friday 23rd October 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s hard to believe that the first half-term of the year is already over!  We’ve had a brilliantly busy 7 weeks 
with trips, visits and visitors enhancing the children’s learning experiences.  Our visit to church for the Harvest 
Service was a particular highlight, especially for our Reception children as this was their first visit. 

Earlier this week Y5 and Y6 children visited Yarm School to take part in an exciting day run by the North East 
STEM Foundation—the children really enjoyed this hands-on experience. 

We hope that everyone has a relaxing half-term break, don’t forget that there is no training day when we re-
turn and all pupils are due back on Monday 2nd November. 

I’ve attached some Halloween safety information to the news-
letter to help ensure everyone has a safe and enjoyable night. 

With best wishes for a peaceful half term, 

Mr. M. Scott   

Executive Headteacher  

Notes 

KS1 Trip 

Don’t forget that Y1 and Y2 pupils are 
going on their trip to Hartlepool Art Gal-
lery and Museum on the first day back—
Monday 2nd November.   

Children should come in school uniform 
with their packed lunch and water bottle.  
Anyone who has pre-ordered a school 
packed lunch will 
be provided with 
this on the day. 

Collective Worship 
 

This week’s No Outsiders was a very popu-
lar story about Fiona the sheep who was 
stranded at the bottom of a Scottish cliff 
for 2 years before being rescued by local 
farmers.  Read more about it here: 
https://ks1no-outsiders-
assembly.blogspot.com/2026/10/fiona-

Safeguarding 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead for the federation is Matthew 
Scott.  The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Bilsdale is 
Rachel Grundmann and for Carlton is Diane Jeffries.  The Safe-
guarding Lead Governor is John Ford. 

If you have concerns about the safety of a child please speak to 
one of the staff named above. If you have concerns outside of 
school hours, please follow this link to the North Yorkshire Safe-
guarding Children Partnership website. 

Awards 

 

 

Awards return after half 
term! 

 

Awards 

 

 

Awards return after half 
term! 

Attendance—our whole school target is 96%.   

Bilsdale—96.4% 

Carlton—93.2% 

National Average—96% 

Music of the Week 
 

Next week’s music of the week is 
‘Stomp!’ by Steps—Mr Scott’s Choice. 

https://ks1no-outsiders-assembly.blogspot.com/2026/10/fiona-sheep.html
https://ks1no-outsiders-assembly.blogspot.com/2026/10/fiona-sheep.html
https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/worried-about-a-child


News from the Classes 

 

Carlton EYFS 

As we come to the end of a busy and exciting Autumn Term 1, the children in EYFS have thoroughly en-
joyed exploring our topic, "Me and My Community", with a special focus on the wonderful changes that 
autumn brings. Throughout the half term, the children have developed their confidence, independence 
and curiosity through a wide range of hands-on learning experiences inspired by the natural world.  

This week, the children have continued to investigate seasonal changes, exploring autumn leaves and 
discussing the colours, textures and shapes they observed. They created beautiful leaf prints and col-
laborative artwork, helping to develop both their creativity and understanding of the world around 
them. We also enjoyed learning about woodland animals, discussing where they live, what they eat and 
how their features help them survive in their habitats. 

In Reception, the children have continued to make fantastic progress in phonics, practising blending 
and segmenting sounds and building their early reading skills. Handwriting sessions have focused on 
mixed patterns to develop pencil control, while mark-making opportunities throughout provision have 
supported the children's emerging writing skills. Our mathematics learning has centred around the 
numbers 1, 2 and 3. The children have enjoyed mathematical discussions, recognising numbers, count-
ing objects and exploring repeating patterns through practical activities. 

The children particularly enjoyed our physical activities this week, including our dance workshop, For-
est School  and active games inspired by woodland animals. These experiences helped develop gross 
motor skills, coordination and imagination whilst encouraging teamwork and resilience. 

A huge well done to all of our children for settling so positively into routines, developing friendships 
and embracing every learning opportunity with enthusiasm. Thank you to all our families for your sup-
port throughout the term. We hope you have a wonderful half-term break and we look forward to wel-
coming everyone back for an exciting Autumn Term 2.  

 



News from the Classes 

 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS1 

The final week of our first half term. Time has flown! In this last week we have begun our work on ad-
dition and subtraction, looking at parts and wholes and number bonds up to 10. We have had lots of fun 
with some poetry writing, using the poem ‘When I’m By Myself’ as our stimulus. We have imagined our-
selves as food items, as animals, as vehicles, as a thing, a sound and an action. We all had lots of 
amusing ideas to share. In science we have completed our work on human senses and after half term 
will move on to everyday materials. We will begin by identifying a range of everyday materials, investi-
gating their properties and thinking about how these properties define a material’s use. The children 
are continuing to grow in confidence logging in to and using Purple Mash and have saved and retrieved 
work they have created. Our first art unit, ‘Mix It!’, has been enjoyed and yesterday children had fun 
colour mixing using the primary colours, paint blobs and rollers, creating some gorgeous new colours as 
they experimented. We are looking forward to starting our next unit in history, thinking about life and 
childhood in the 1950s. Our first day back in November is eagerly anticipated as we visit the Art Gallery 
in Hartlepool, spending some of the day as artists and some as historians! 

It has been so lovely to see the changes in confidence, in independence and the excitement and eager-
ness which all the children have shown towards all their learning this first half term. We wish you a 
happy and restful holiday and cannot wait to greet the children back in November. Remember to keep 
reading and don’t forget that you can access Purple Mash, Numbots, 1 Minute Maths and Phonics Play at 
home to keep all these new skills fresh. Happy half term to you all! 

 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS2 

This week KS2 pupils have stepped into what daily life looked like just as Britain prepared for the out-
break of World War II. The children listened to Neville Chamberlain’s broadcast announcing the start of 
the war and discussed how ordinary families must have felt hearing the news. They looked at how 
towns and cities braced for danger, exploring blackouts, gas mask distribution, and the construction of 
Anderson shelters in back gardens. We discussed why millions of children were packed off to the coun-
tryside, holding onto small suitcases, identity labels, and a single-family keepsake. To bring this history 
to life, we started an exciting new English writing unit based on Emma Carroll's gripping historical nov-
el, Letters from the Lighthouse. Following the story of Olive and her little brother Cliff as they are 
evacuated to the coast of Devon, the children will explore themes of separation, secrets, and bravery. 
We are looking forward to our trip to Murton Park next term where the children will immerse them-
selves in life on the home front.  

Whilst Y5/6 enjoyed their STEM day at Yarm, Y3/4 had their own science day learning about the differ-
ent types of teeth, their function and how to prevent tooth decay. Using disclosing tablets, the chil-
dren were able to see for themselves how good they are at brushing their own teeth. Keep this up 
Y3/4!  

 

 



Y5/6 STEM Day 

Years 5 and 6 enjoyed a fantastic STEM day at Yarm Prep School, hosted by the North East STEM Foun-
dation. The pupils actively participated in various workshops and challenges, brilliantly demonstrating 
teamwork and bringing our school vision to life.  

‘I really enjoyed the whole day but the best thing was the robots and programming them.’ Adelaide  

‘I was fascinated by the radiation workshop.’ Sam  

‘I really enjoyed disposing the fake bio hazard during the radiation role play. I was the chief engineer.’ 
Zeff  

‘I really enjoyed building the bridge over the road.’ Daisy  

‘I loved making the bridge and working as a team.’ Zara  

‘The whole day was great. I was fascinated by the robots and it was my favourite activity.’ Lyla  

‘I was fascinated by the robots and making them move.’ Scarlett  

‘I really enjoyed the engineering activity Cosmic Wonders with the balloons.’ Isabel  

‘I really enjoyed making the robot move.’ Lydia  

‘I really enjoyed programming the robot.’ Lauren  

‘We would recommend this trip as we learnt a lot and it was both educational and fun.’ Year 5 and 6   

 

Fundraising 

We’re happy to report that last Friday’s fundraising for Age UK Darlington and North Yorkshire raised 
£35. 

 

 



Saturday 31st 
October 

Deadline for application for Y7 school places Y6 parents/carers Letter sent 

Monday 2nd   
November 

School re-opens for all children All n/a 

Monday 2nd   
November 

Y1 and Y2 trip to Hartlepool Art Gallery 

Bilsdale KS1 at Carlton all day 

Y1 and Y2 Letter sent 

Wednesday 3rd 
and Thursday 
4th November 

Bikeability 

Bilsdale Y5/6 at Carlton both days 

Y5 and Y6 Letter sent 

Friday 6th     
November 

Library in All n/a 

Monday 9th   
November 

Skip 2B Fit 

All Bilsdale at Carlton today 

All 

Bilsdale 

n/a 

Tuesday 10th 
November 

Flu vaccinations at Carlton All Letter sent 

Wednesday 11th 
November 

Flu vaccinations at Bilsdale All Letter sent 

Wednesday 11th 
November 

Bilsdale children attending Remembrance Service 
at War Memorial 

Bilsdale n/a 

Thursday 12th 
November 

KS2 trip to Murton Park 

All Bilsdale at Carlton today 

KS2 Letter sent 

Friday 13th   
November 

Children in Need—non-uniform day and juice/
biscuits at breaktime. 

Suggested £2 per child donation 

All Letter sent 

Friday 13th   
November 

Reception and Y1 toothbrushing visit Reception and Y1 n/a 

Monday 16th 
November 

Odd Socks Day All n/a 

Thursday 19th 
November 

Y5/6 to Crucial Crew Y5/6 More info. to follow 

Friday 27th   
November 

Advent Service at St Botolph’s, Carlton, 2.15pm 

Families welcome 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 4th     
December 

Reindeer Run for Teesside Hospice All Letter sent 

Monday 7th   
December 

Y5/6 residential to Peat Rigg Y5/6 Letter sent 

Monday 14th 
December 

All day rehearsal at Chop Gate Village Hall Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Tuesday 15th 
December 

Nativity performance 

Chop Gate Village Hall, 2pm.  Families welcome. 

Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Wednesday 16th 
December 

Whole school pantomime trip Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

Christmas dinner and jumper day All More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

Christmas coral concert at Carlton, 2pm 

Families welcome. 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

School closes for Christmas 

No after school provision today. 

All n/a 

Monday 4th   
January 

Staff training day, school closed to children All n/a 

Diary Dates 



IMPORTANT HOLIDAY INFORMATION  

 

The Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale CE Federation is now closed for the half-term 
break. We hope you have a wonderful holiday! Staff may check their emails peri-
odically but please do not expect a response before Monday 2nd November.  

 

If you are concerned about the safety of a child during this time please use the 
following contacts:  

• North Yorkshire Safeguarding Children Partnership telephone - 0300 131 2 131  

• More information about making a referral - https://
www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/aboutus/worried-about-a-child/  

• If you have serious, immediate concerns about a child call the Police on 999.  

 

If you’re a child who needs help, here are the details for Childline:  

• Phone - 0800 1111  

• Website - https://www.childline.org.uk/  

 

If you’re struggling with food, here are some links:  

• Hambleton Food Share - https://dev1.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk/  

• Middlesbrough Food Bank - https://middlesbrough.foodbank.org.uk/  

 

Worried about your child’s time online? Here is some advice from the NSPCC - 
https:// www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

 

Struggling with domestic abuse? Here is some information on how to get help - 
https:// www.gov.uk/guidance/domestic-abuse-how-to-get-help  

 

Need help with your mental health?  Advice can be found here — https://
www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/ 

https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/aboutus/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/aboutus/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://dev1.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk/
https://middlesbrough.foodbank.org.uk/






BBC 500 Words 

 

The 500 words competition is running from Tuesday 29th September and closes on Friday 6th 
November.  Why not get involved for your chance to be a winner! 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words



















