
 

At Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale Schools we are KIND: 
 

Kind and accepting 
Independent learners 

Never giving up 
Determined to be our personal best 

 
Under God’s guidance, we teach children the importance 

of kindness towards others, tolerance and mutual  
respect.  This empowers children to have the courage to 

achieve their personal best. 
 

Psalm 145:17 
‘The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his 

works’ 
 

Luke 2:40 
‘And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 

with wisdom…’  
 

We uphold these values through our golden rules: 
• Be ready  

• Be respectful 
• Be safe 
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The Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale CE Federation Newsletter 

Friday 17th October 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve had another busy week across the federation—thank you to all parents and carers who made it to our 
Parent Teacher Consultations, it was wonderful to share the children’s amazing progress with you all. 

It was the turn of KS2 boys to compete in the local cluster football competition at Stokesley School this week, 
the children did really well and had a brilliant time.  Especially well done to the Y3 boys as this was their first 
experience of a school competition. 

It’s hard to believe that there’s only one week left until half 
term, however attendance is still as important as ever so 
please help us to get both schools closer to our 96% target by 
ensuring children are in school every day. 

With best wishes for a peaceful weekend, 

Mr. M. Scott   

Executive Headteacher  

Notes 

Disco 

Don’t forget that tomorrow is the PTFA’s 
‘Spooky Disco’ at Carlton Village Hall, 
2.30-4.30pm. 

Collective Worship 
 

A prayer for autumn: Spirit of Life, we give thanks for this 
harvest season and the beauty of changing leaves. May we 
learn from the trees' letting go, find 
rest and inspiration in the cool air, 
and share in the abundance of this 
time. Transform us by your Spirit, and 
fill our hearts with peace. Amen  

Safeguarding 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead for the federation is Matthew 
Scott.  The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Bilsdale is 
Rachel Grundmann and for Carlton is Diane Jeffries.  The Safe-
guarding Lead Governor is John Ford. 

If you have concerns about the safety of a child please speak to 
one of the staff named above. If you have concerns outside of 
school hours, please follow this link to the North Yorkshire Safe-
guarding Children Partnership website. 

Awards 

Star of the Week—Darcy, Olive, Frank, Lavinia, 
Noah, Sammy, Buddy, Fonzie, Lyla, Zeff 

Kindness Award— Louis, Lavinia, Eboni, Sammy, 
Arthur 

Handwriting Award—Isla, Penelope, Noah, Cruz, 
Anna, Rupert, Beth 

Corridor King/Queen— Ellie and Toby 

Vision Award— Edward, Alice, Hugo, Sam, Zara 

Headteacher Hot Chocolate-  Darcy, Louis, Annie, 
Sammy, Aoife, Beth 

Maths Awards 

 

Numbots increase—1st Lavinia, 2nd Penelope, 3rd 
Tadhg 

Numbots accuracy—1st George, 2nd Tadhg, 3rd Alice 

Y3/4— 1st Isabel, 2nd Toby, 3rd Lyla 

Y5/6— 1st Arthur, 2nd Zara, 3rd Eboni 

Change of status—Garage Rocker—Lyla, Busker—
Lauren 

Attendance—our whole school target is 96%.   

Bilsdale—93.4% 

Carlton—93.9% 

National Average—95.6% 

Music of the Week 
 

Next week’s music of the week is 
‘Boogie Wonderland’ by Earth, 
Wind and Fire. 

https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/worried-about-a-child


News from the Classes 

Little Owls and Reception 

We have had another wonderful week in EYFS, full of curiosity, creativity and joyful learning through 
play and exploration! The children have continued to thrive both indoors and outdoors, developing 
their independence, confidence and love of learning. 

We began the week with a fantastic Forest School session for our Reception children. The children ex-
plored the changing autumn environment, noticing the colours of the leaves, collecting natural treas-
ures to create a coaster. There was lots of teamwork, problem-solving and conversation about the signs 
of autumn—all wonderful opportunities for developing observation skills and language. Meanwhile, Lit-
tle Owls enjoyed their own autumnal walk, looking closely at the world around them and spotting 
crunchy leaves underfoot. Their walk ended with an energetic and fun session on the timber trail, 
which gave them a great chance to practise balance, coordination and taking turns. 

Reception have begun the exciting new story adventures of Nip and Nap on their ski trip! The children 
have been captivated by their snowy escapades and have been busy talking about cold places, skiing 
and winter clothing. In phonics, we have focused on the sounds k (ck) and e, and our common excep-
tion word of the week has been ‘the’. The children have enjoyed practising these sounds in reading and 
writing activities. It is lovely to see their growing confidence in recognising and using them during play. 

In our Mastering Number sessions, we have been practising subitising (recognising small quantities with-
out counting) and comparing groups of three objects. The children have been matching sets 1:1 and 
identifying when groups have the same or a different number. It’s wonderful to see them beginning to 
use mathematical language such as equal, more and fewer with growing understanding. Little Owls 
have been busy exploring patterns this week. They are beginning to spot patterns in the environment 
and create their own using colours, shapes and textures. It’s been a joy to watch their creativity and 
focus develop through these hands-on experiences. 

Our shared book focus has been the much-loved classic, Mr Gumpy’s Outing. The children have really 
enjoyed retelling the story, acting out the characters and predicting what might happen next as more 
and more animals climb into the boat! The story also inspired some lovely discussions about where we 
live and places we have visited. I was so impressed by the children’s memories and enthusiasm. We 
heard about trips to Jersey, Wales, Menorca, Majorca, London and Stokesley! These conversations 
helped the children make meaningful links between stories, real-life experiences and their sense of 
place. 

With the beautiful autumn sunshine, we’ve made the most of our outdoor spaces. The children have 
enjoyed riding the balance bikes, building strength, coordination and confidence as they whizzed 
around the playground. They’ve also taken part in a range of active games that encourage teamwork, 
turn-taking and resilience. 

We ended our week with a lovely circle time with Jigsaw Jenie and Jerry Cat, focusing on the theme of 
being responsible. The children shared thoughtful ideas about how we can look after our toys, each 
other and our environment. It was heartwarming to hear their understanding grow and to see them tak-
ing pride in being responsible members of our class community. 

We hope you all have a wonderful, restful weekend and we look forward to another exciting week of 
learning ahead! 



News from the Classes 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS1 

Our week started creatively, with our Forest School afternoon. The children had great fun using varying 
grades of sandpaper to smooth rounds of wood, then used paint pens to carefully sketch a tree, show-
ing all the parts – trunk, branches, leaves, blossom, fruits, roots. They thought about colours and 
shapes and also about how large the root system would need to be to hold the tree securely in the 
ground. The finished pieces all look lovely. A gentle reminder again of the importance of a complete 
change of clothing for Forest School. Even though we have had some sunny days, the field is often 
windy and cold and children spend a lot of time on their knees, bottoms and exploring. Wellies, water-
proofs, hats and coats are an essential during the colder seasons to protect children from the rapidly 
changing elements. Thank you. 

I have been delighted by the writing in English this week. ‘A House that Once Was’ has proved a great 
stimulus for some amazing use of adventurous vocabulary. All the children have pushed themselves to 
use new and unfamiliar words to describe both the setting and the house. Also, it is also super to see 
the Year 2s beginning to use some of the joins taught in their writing. Well done and keep it up! 'Where 
do new plants come from?' was our question in science this week and we have explored a variety of 
seeds and bulbs, looking at similarities and differences and looking at the structures of them that ena-
ble new plants to grow. Our spider plants are growing well but not yet producing any spiderettes – fin-
gers crossed they soon will. We have investigated and sketched a variety of leaves and learnt the terms 
blade, margin, stalk and veins. Your support at home with reading is much appreciated and really does 
make a difference to your child’s confidence and fluency. Please continue to listen to your child read 
their school book and enjoy and share bedtime stories. Thank you. 

 

Carlton and Bilsdale KS2 

This week Y3/4 children have started implementing their knowledge of place value in addition and sub-
traction. They have been using their new vocabulary of addend, sum, minuend, subtrahend and differ-
ence. They are learning that addition is commutative and further developing their mental strategies. 
Y5/6 are now on a multiplication and division unit. Working on multiples, common multiples and fac-
tors, the children have identified that knowledge of times facts is key. Extra practise using Times Table 
Rock Stars would sharpen skills and support learning.  

With our packed, busy weeks the children love art and look forward to a more relaxed and mindful les-
son. This half term, they have focussed on tints and tones using these to create landscapes that look 
realistic and full of depth. First, the children explored colour mixing by adding white to make tints 
(lighter colours) and black to make tones (darker colours). They experimented with different shades of 
blue, green, and brown to see how artists can use colour to show light, shadow, and distance in a pic-
ture. Once they had understood and explored tints and tones, the children began looking at landscapes 
by various artists exploring their use of colour and perspective. They learned that perspective helps an 
artist make flat paper look three-dimensional. By using a vanishing point—a special spot on the horizon 
where all lines appear to meet—they made roads, rivers, and fences that seem to stretch far into the 
distance.  

 

KS2 Boys’ Football 

 

This week it was the boys turn to go to the football tournament. On Tuesday we went to Stokesley 
school and played three different schools. 

We all really enjoyed it and we were all absolutely amazing. Despite trying really hard we came fourth 
but we all accepted that and stayed joyful because we scored 5 goals throughout the tournament. Eve-
ryone supported each other even if the other teams were scoring goals. We all played well and had 
fun. We had no injuries. We would like to thank Mrs Cawthra and Mr Body for taking us. 

 

By Sammy, Hugo and Rupert 



Saturday 18th 
October 

Carlton Church Autumn Fayre, Carlton 
Village Hall 10.30-12.30 

All n/a 

Saturday 18th 
October 

PTFA Spooky Ball, Carlton Village Hall, 
2.30-4.30pm 

All Info. on newsletter 

Friday 24th   
October 

School closes for half term All n/a 

Friday 31st    
October 

Deadline for secondary school applica-
tions via North Yorkshire LA 

Y6 Letter sent 

Monday 3rd   
November 

Staff training day—school closed for chil-
dren 

All n/a 

Tuesday 4th  
November 

School re-opens for children All n/a 

Tuesday 4th  
November 

Tag rugby competition Y5/6 team Letter sent 

Thursday 6th 
November 

KS1 to Preston Park Y1/2 Letter sent 

Friday 7th     
November 

‘Wrap up Middlesbrough’ - coat          
donations to school by today 

All Letter sent 

Monday 10th 
November 

Odd Socks Day All More info. to follow 

Tuesday 11th 
November 

Bilsdale children attending Chop Gate 
Remembrance Service 

Bilsdale More info. to follow 

Thursday 13th 
November 

KS2 to Life Centre—Bilsdale at Carlton 
all day 

Y3-6 Letter sent 

Friday 14th   
November 

Children in Need All Letter sent 

Friday 21st    
November 

Ukrainian Christmas shoebox appeal  
boxes into school by today 

All Letter sent 

Diary Dates 

Wednesday 10th 
December 

Full day rehearsal at Chop Gate Village 
Hall 

Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Thursday 11th 
December 

Nativity at Chop Gate Village Hall, 2pm  

Families welcome 

Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Monday 15th 
December 

Christmas Craft Afternoon 

Families welcome 

Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Wednesday 17th 
December 

Pantomime at Yarm School Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Thursday 18th 
December 

Christmas dinner and jumper day—
Bilsdale at Carlton all day 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 19th   
December 

Carol service, 2pm. St Botolph’s, Carlton 

Families welcome 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 19th   
December 

School closes for Christmas 

No after school care today 

All n/a 



https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/your-council/consultations-and-engagement/current-consultations/proposed-school-

admission-arrangements-community-and-voluntary-controlled-schools-2027-2028 

 

Proposed School Admission Arrangements 2027/2028  

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/your-council/consultations-and-engagement/current-consultations/proposed-school-admission-arrangements-community-and-voluntary-controlled-schools-2027-2028
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/your-council/consultations-and-engagement/current-consultations/proposed-school-admission-arrangements-community-and-voluntary-controlled-schools-2027-2028
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/Interview/367579bf-ffcd-4fa1-9aa5-d9fd2730bd63


Autumn reading challenge 
 
Between now and the first week back after half term, why not have a go at the 
autumn reading challenge?  Complete a row, column or diagonal line and come to 
Mr Scott for a special prize! 



Winter illness 
 
The Department for Education has asked us to remind parents of the NHS guide 
which is available to help determine whether children are well enough to attend 
school, please see information below.  Further details are available via this link. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?es_c=7148CEBCF63483D6B196F6BB6818ADAC&es_cl=369E365B9785EACE3B4E4723ED22B84C&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1



















