
 

At Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale Schools we are KIND: 
 

Kind and accepting 
Independent learners 

Never giving up 
Determined to be our personal best 

 
Under God’s guidance, we teach children the importance 

of kindness towards others, tolerance and mutual  
respect.  This empowers children to have the courage to 

achieve their personal best. 
 

Psalm 145:17 
‘The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his 

works’ 
 

Luke 2:40 
‘And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 

with wisdom…’  
 

We uphold these values through our golden rules: 
• Be ready  

• Be respectful 
• Be safe 
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The Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale CE Federation Newsletter 

Friday 31st January 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The children have had another busy week with lots of fantastic learning opportunities across the federation.  
Today saw our most recent visit from the library—we are so lucky to have this service in school, I don’t know of 
any other schools who receive such regular visits.  If you would like your child to sign up for a library card 
please just let us know, they are available on every visit. 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week, we will be taking part in an interactive assembly to mark this on 
Tuesday.  Why not follow this link for activity ideas 
you might like to try at home to promote positive 
mental health. 

With best wishes for a peaceful weekend, 

Mr. M. Scott   

Executive Headteacher  

Notes 

Attendance 

As you know, we report each school’s at-
tendance figures weekly on the newslet-
ter.  Both schools are currently sitting 
below our target of 96%, with Carlton also 
falling slightly below the national aver-
age.  This means we will now be having 
termly meetings with a representative 
from the local authority to monitor our 
attendance procedures. 

Whilst we understand children’s illness 
can be a barrier to their attendance, 
please let us know if you have any other 
concerns so we can 
work with you to pro-
mote the best possible 
attendance for all chil-
dren.  Thank you. 

Collective Worship 
 

This week’s Picture News session was all 
about the impact of global warming—why 
not explore this link to find out more 
about this topic on the National Geograph-
ic Kids website. 

 

Safeguarding 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead for the federation is Matthew 
Scott.  The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Bilsdale is 
Rachel Grundmann and for Carlton is Diane Jeffries.  The Safe-
guarding Lead Governor is John Ford. 

If you have concerns about the safety of a child please speak to 
one of the staff named above. If you have concerns outside of 
school hours, please follow this link to the North Yorkshire Safe-
guarding Children Partnership website. 

Awards 

 

Star of the Week— Scarlett K, Isaac, William, Lydia, 
Arthur, Lyla, Bonnie, Buddy, Isabel, Ada, John,   
Eliza, Jess, Fonzie 

Kindness Award— Scarlett K, Rory, Eva, Eliza, Bea 

Handwriting Award—Eve, Alice, Lluna, Sammy 

Corridor King/Queen— Toby and Lluna 

 

Awards 

Vision Award— Miles, Lavinia, Zara, Sam 

Headteacher Hot Chocolate-  Annie, Rocco, Willow, 
Scarlett S 

 

Mathematics Awards 

 

Y3/4— 1st Hugo, 2nd Eva, 3rd Eliza 

Y5/6— 1st Sammy, 2nd Willow, 3rd Monty 

Change of status—Wannabe—Beth, Rock Star—Eva, 
Jack and Monty, Support Act—Zeff and Zara, Break-
through Artist—Devon 

Attendance—our whole school target is 96%.   

Bilsdale—95.2% 

Carlton—94.3% 

National Average—94.6% 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/
https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/worried-about-a-child


Attendance and punctuality matter! 



News from the Classes 

 

Little Owls and Class 1 

This week started off with a trip down memory lane as part of our history unit ‘Long Ago’. The children 
shared their photographs of when they were a baby and now—they had great fun discussing how they 
have changed over time. To conclude the session, our reception children enjoyed a brave writing ses-
sion by writing a sentence to accompany their photographs.  

On Wednesday, we had a great afternoon learning all about the Chinese New Year and enjoyed a Chi-
nese dance session in PE! Reception enjoyed exploring Chinese numbers from 0-10 and had a go at writ-
ing them.  

In RE this week, we have learned about the special story of David and Goliath. We had a thoughtful dis-
cussion about who David might have trusted and learned that both Jews and Christians believe that Da-
vid trusted in God and that God helped and looked after him.  

You have all worked very hard this week. Well done everyone!  

 

Carlton and Bilsdale KS1 

This week, the children have continued their understanding of seasonal change, focusing on the season-
al changes of some native British wildlife. After creating clay animals in Forest School and building 
shelters for them, they were keen to discover how each animal changed and adapted as the seasons 
change. We are excited to see if the outdoor shelters will have survived a week of weather and are still 
doing the job of protecting the animals from the elements. Our new D.T. unit ‘Taxi’ has begun and 
children have explored a range of wheeled vehicles. Using a skateboard, they found out that wheels 
help to make things move more easily and have learnt the terms ‘axle’, ‘wheel’ and ‘chassis’ and what 
the purpose of each is. The children have tried very hard to put skills learnt in English over this half 
term into practice when writing their own version of ‘The Queen’s Hat’, with the hat arriving at school 
to surprise Mr Scott on a blustery day!  

 

Carlton and Bilsdale KS2 

Our children love writing. This week’s highlight has been the independent write creating their own ver-
sion of Cinderella. The stories have been modernised with a different shoe (trainers, horse riding boot, 
ice skates, football boots) and a different event replacing the ball (try outs, football competitions etc). 
We have been amazed, delighted and entertained with these stories. We have also been impressed 
with the children’s focus and stamina writing for extended periods of time and requesting more writing 
time. Well done everyone.  

Although each school has a different RE topic, both units are very thought-provoking. At Carlton, we 
have been considering the question “How do religions help people through good and bad times?” We 
have considered milestones, positive and negative events and experiences, recognising the ups and 
downs of life. We have discussed celebrating good times and the importance of appreciation and grati-
tude, before writing prayers of thankfulness. Next week, we will consider how religions help during dif-
ficult times and different ideas about life after death including reincarnation and heaven.  

Bilsdale’s focus question is “Why do people pray?” The children have discussed the person they turn to 
when things go wrong for them and how they help them.  They discussed the idea that believers talk to 
God for the same reasons: this is called praying. While it might be tempting to think that God grants 
magic wishes, for religious people prayer is really about friendship, love and support.  They have learnt 
about the practice of prayer as a Pillar of Islam and how Muslim people find benefits in praying five 
times a day. They were able to make connections between what Muslims believe about prayer and 
what they do when they pray.  They have learnt about reasons for Hindu practices of prayer and wor-
ship, Hindu shrines and some different ways Hindus pray. This has included how Hindus express the 
meanings of prayer and worship in artefacts, visually and in Mandirs. Next week we will look prayer in 
Christianity before going on to compare similarities and difference in prayer between faiths.   

 

Parent Online Safety Presentation 

For any parents/carers who were unable to make the online safety presentation earlier this week, a 
recorded version can be found by following this link: https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-
parent-session-jan-2025/ 

https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-parent-session-jan-2025/
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-parent-session-jan-2025/


Diary Dates 

Thursday 6th 
February 

British Values Day—children to wear red/
white/blue clothes 

All Info. on newsletter 

Monday 10th 
February 

SEND Coffee Morning at Bilsdale—
parents/carers from both schools      

welcome 

SEND Parents/Carers Info. on newsletter 

Tuesday 11th 
February 

Safer Internet Day All n/a 

Thursday 13th 
February 

Carlton children visiting St. Botolph’s 
church for Collective Worship 

Carlton n/a 

Friday 14th   
February 

School closes for half term All n/a 

Monday 24th 
February 

School reopens for children and staff All n/a 

Monday 24th 
February 

World Thinking Day Scouts, Guides etc. Info. on newsletter 

Monday 3rd 
March 

Skip 2B Fit—Bilsdale children at Carlton 
all day.  All children in PE kit. 

All More info. to follow 

Thursday 6th 
March 

World Book Day All More info. to follow 

Monday 10th 
March 

Shine Schools Festival Choir More info. to follow 

Thursday 13th 
March 

Carlton children visiting St. Botolph’s 
church for Collective Worship 

Carlton n/a 

Friday 21st 
March 

KS2 trip to Sunderland Empire KS2 More info. to follow 

Wednesday 26th 
and Thursday 
27th March 

Parent Teacher Consultations R-Y6 More info. to follow 

Friday 28th 
March 

Open Door Art workshop All More info. to follow 

Friday 28th 
March 

Eco-Church Waste 2 Art entries back to 
school by today 

All Info. on newsletter 

Friday 4th April Easter service at St Botolph’s, Carlton—
2pm. 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 4th April Break up for Easter—no after school 
care today 

All n/a 

Monday 21st 
April 

Bank Holiday—school closed All n/a 

Tuesday 22nd 
April 

Staff training day—school closed to    
children 

All n/a 

Wednesday 23rd 
April 

Children return to school for summer 
term 

All n/a 

YGAM training 
 
Rev. Anne has organised a YGAM parent session on behalf of the benefice, if you’d like details 
or to register for this please email her directly on: anneheading8@gmail.com  



Eco Church Spring Challenge 
 
The Eco-Church group are running a new competition for Spring: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Create a piece of art from waste materials such as egg boxes, newspaper, cardboard 
packaging, fabric etc. 

• Base your artwork on an eco-theme, such as nature, oceans, rivers, farming, energy—
there is loads of choice! 

• If using card or paper it must be no larger than A3. 

• Entries must be back to school by Friday 28th March 2025. 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Rotary Writing and Art Competitions 
 
Stokesley Rotary Club have invited children from both schools to take part in their writing 
and/or art competitions.  The theme is ‘Wonderful Water’ and children are invited to cre-
ate: 
 

• A 2D piece of artwork that fits with the theme ‘Wonderful Water’.  It must be no larger 
than A2 in size and can use any medium, including digital artwork. 

• A handwritten or typed story or poem that fits with the theme ‘Wonderful Water’.  Sto-
ries must be a maximum of 550 words, while poetry should be no more than 40 lines.  
Non-fiction writing is permissible and should be no more than 550 words. No pictures or 
drawings should be included. 

 
If your child would like to enter please ask at the office for an information pack.  Entries 
must be returned to school by Thursday 13th February. 
 





Unlocking Autism for Parents 
 
FREE 2 day course for parents and carers of children and young people with communication 
and interaction needs. 
 
This annual event is an opportunity to find out more about autism and gain practical tools 
and strategies to help support your child or young person. 
Parents will also meet others facing similar experiences or with a shared interest in the top-
ic. 
Children do not need to have a diagnosis of autism in order for parents to attend. Parents 
need to be able to attend both days and will receive a copy of the content covered following 
the course. 
 
Click here to book. 
 

https://nyestraining.co.uk/Event/250464


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aRcPxuDcrEOcT17fTRul7emit_CksM_x/view?

fbclid=IwY2xjawIG_A1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHWsKWEwN0CL8Vt5P0A_oDGMpSUfTv9TULXk8L99Cvdz3irQOqovHb-

c17A_aem_G5w_WkRklftk2x9ANop_3w 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aRcPxuDcrEOcT17fTRul7emit_CksM_x/view?fbclid=IwY2xjawIG_A1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHWsKWEwN0CL8Vt5P0A_oDGMpSUfTv9TULXk8L99Cvdz3irQOqovHb-c17A_aem_G5w_WkRklftk2x9ANop_3w
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aRcPxuDcrEOcT17fTRul7emit_CksM_x/view?fbclid=IwY2xjawIG_A1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHWsKWEwN0CL8Vt5P0A_oDGMpSUfTv9TULXk8L99Cvdz3irQOqovHb-c17A_aem_G5w_WkRklftk2x9ANop_3w
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aRcPxuDcrEOcT17fTRul7emit_CksM_x/view?fbclid=IwY2xjawIG_A1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHWsKWEwN0CL8Vt5P0A_oDGMpSUfTv9TULXk8L99Cvdz3irQOqovHb-c17A_aem_G5w_WkRklftk2x9ANop_3w





