
 

At Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale Schools we are KIND: 
 

Kind and accepting 
Independent learners 

Never giving up 
Determined to be our personal best 

 
Under God’s guidance, we teach children the importance 

of kindness towards others, tolerance and mutual  
respect.  This empowers children to have the courage to 

achieve their personal best. 
 

Psalm 145:17 
‘The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his 

works’ 
 

Luke 2:40 
‘And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 

with wisdom…’  
 

We uphold these values through our golden rules: 
• Be ready  

• Be respectful 
• Be safe 
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The Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale CE Federation Newsletter 

Friday 19th December 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week has well and truly put us all in the Christmas spirit!  We’ve hosted the craft afternoon, Bilsdale ser-
vice, pantomime, Little Owls and Reception ‘sing-along’, Christmas lunch and jumper day and finally the Carol 
Service—what a week!  Thank you to all parents, carers, family and friends who have supported with all of 
these events. 

Well done to all winners of the PTFA’s chocolate raffle and thank you for everyone’s support—this important 
fundraising means that things like the pantomime visit and gifts for the children can happen each year.  A huge 
thanks to all of the PTFA for their hard work too. 

Today we say goodbye to Rory and Olivia as they move to a 
new school in January—we wish them lots of luck for the fu-
ture. 

With best wishes for a joyful Christmas, 

Mr. M. Scott  Executive Headteacher  

Notes 

Gifts 

Thank you so much to all parents and car-
ers who kindly bough gifts for staff, they 
are very much appreciated. 

Collective Worship 
 

A prayer for the final Sunday of Advent: Heavenly Father, 
As we light the last candle of Advent, we rejoice in the nearness 
of Your Son, our Saviour. Fill our hearts with hope, peace, joy 
and love as we prepare to celebrate His birth. May Your light 
guide us through the darkness and Your grace draw us closer to 
You. 
Come, Lord Jesus, and dwell among us today and always. 
Amen. 

Safeguarding 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead for the federation is Matthew 
Scott.  The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Bilsdale is 
Rachel Grundmann and for Carlton is Diane Jeffries.  The Safe-
guarding Lead Governor is John Ford. 

If you have concerns about the safety of a child please speak to 
one of the staff named above. If you have concerns outside of 
school hours, please follow this link to the North Yorkshire Safe-
guarding Children Partnership website. 

Awards 

 

Return January 
2026! 

Awards 

 

Return January 
2026! 

 

 

Attendance—our whole school target is 96%.   

Bilsdale— 91% 

Carlton—94.4% 

National Average—95% 

Music of the Week 
 

Next week’s music of the week is 
‘Waltzing Matilda’ - an Australian 
folk song. 

https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/worried-about-a-child


News from the Classes 

 

Carlton and Bilsdale EYFS 

What a wonderful week of festive fun we have had in EYFS this week! The celebrations began with our 
Christmas Craft Afternoon on Monday. Reception joined the whole school for a creative session, while 
our Little Owls enjoyed making their very own Christmas craft trees. They also loved sharing the story 
“The Biggest Christmas Tree Ever”, which sparked lots of excitement and imagination. 

On Tuesday, we concluded our RE unit by creating thoughtful birthday cards that a Christian might 
send to Jesus. This was a lovely way to reflect on the meaning of Christmas. 

Wednesday was full of sparkle and joy! Reception had an amazing time at the pantomime, while Little 
Owls explored the magic of Christmas baubles, observing a beautiful range of shiny decorations. We 
ended the day perfectly with our special Christmas Nativity Sing-Along with families. The children were 
absolutely fantastic! A big well done to each and every one of them! 

As we wrap up this half term, we are incredibly proud of all our children in Class 1 and Little Owls for 
their hard work and enthusiasm. We are also delighted to extend a warm welcome to Freddie, Arabella 
and Chester, who will be joining us in the New Year. 

A huge thank you to all our families for your continued support throughout this term, it makes such a 
difference and is greatly appreciated. 

 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS1 

What a fantastic first term the children have had as Year 1 and Year 2. We have learnt so much, pro-
gressed with our reading, been to Preston Park for a day to experience what life was like for Victorians 
and dressed up back at school to learn in our own ‘Victorian’ classroom. We have danced, sung and 
performed brilliantly on stage in the nativity. 

The children have entered the classroom each morning full of smiles and news from home, it has been 
a privilege to watch them grow in confidence as the term has progressed. 

As we have reached the final week, our newsletter includes some of the children’s thoughts about KS1 
so far: 

“I love history the best, it is really fun.” 

“I wouldn’t have liked to have gone to school in Victorian times because the teachers were strict and I 
wouldn’t want to be caned!” 

“I really love art and computing because we have lots of fun.” 

“I am proud of my reading and can read much better now.” 

“I like English because I love writing and doing stories. The firework poem was good.” 

“The dance was great and I loved the snow and the singing!” 

“I have really enjoyed learning about Victorian school days, but I don’t think it would have been much 
fun.” 

Well done to all Class 2 for working so hard this term and having such positive attitudes towards every 
aspect of your school day. Have a lovely Christmas time, keep on reading and have a good rest, ready 
for the Spring term and more amazing times, learning and growing together. Happy and peaceful holi-
days to you all. 



News from the Classes 

 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS2 

As we come to the end of the first term, we asked the children to look back and share their highlights 
of the term: 

 

Toby:  This term I enjoyed swimming because I like jumping in the pool. 

Beth:  I liked going to the Life Centre because it was fun. I liked learning about space because I 
like space.  

Rupert:  I loved DT when we made our animal boxes because I love creating.   

Lyla:  I enjoyed fashion and design club because it was crafty.     

Sam:   I enjoyed the Life Centre especially the activity where I had to pull a rope and the force of 
a big ball pushed the small ball up. 

Isabel: This term I enjoyed ‘Counting on Katherine’ because I enjoy English writing and finding out 
about inspirational people.    

Daisy: I really enjoyed football as well as the Dynamic Dynasty and work on Fu Hao.   

Siena: I like fractions. It is a good maths thing to learn.      

Anna:  I have really enjoyed RE this term because of the pilgrimage topic. I have enjoyed reading 
Holes because it is one of the best books I have ever read. 

 

Reflecting on Christmas events, the children said: 

 

Aoife:  I liked going to the pantomime because they always mix it up. 

Zeff:   I liked the nativity because I like seeing my mum and dad laughing. 

Hugo:  I enjoyed the nativity which, in my opinion, was a great success. 

Lydia: I liked the crib service. 

Lauren: I loved the Christmas art day 

Bonnie:  I enjoyed Urban Kaos especially as it was a Christmas special. 



Diary Dates 

Monday 5th   
January 2026 

Staff training day—school closed for  
children 

All n/a 

Tuesday 6th  
January 

School re-opens for all children All n/a 

Friday 9th     
January 

Library in All n/a 

WC Monday 12th 
January 

Swimming and clubs re-start All More info. to follow 

Thursday 15th 
January 

Y3/4 residential parent information 
event, 5pm 

Y3/4 parents Letter sent 

Tuesday 27th 
January 

KS2 cross country KS2 More info. to follow 

Friday 30th   
January 

Supervised tooth brushing programme in 
school to work with Reception children 

Reception Letter sent 

Friday 6th    
February 

Y5/6 London trip Y5/6 Letter sent 

Tuesday 10th 
February 

Y1-Y6 mosque visit 

Bilsdale at Carlton all day 

Y1-6 Letter sent 

Friday 13th   
February 

School closes for half term All n/a 

Monday 23rd 
February 

School re-opens for all All n/a 

Tuesday 24th 
February 

Y3/4 dodgeball Y3/4 More info. to follow 

Monday 2nd 
March 

Skip 2B Fit day 

Bilsdale at Carlton all day 

All More info. to follow 

Monday 9th 
March 

Shine Schools Festival Choir More info. to follow 

Thursday 12th 
and Friday 13th 

March 

Y3/4 residential, Newby Wiske Hall Y3/4 Letter sent 

Friday 27th 
March 

School closes for Easter—no after school 
club today 

All n/a 

Monday 13th 
April 

Staff training day—school closed to chil-
dren 

All n/a 

Tuesday 14th 
April 

School re-opens for all All n/a 



IMPORTANT HOLIDAY INFORMATION  

 

The Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale CE Federation is now closed for the Christmas 
break. We hope you have a wonderful holiday! Staff may check their emails peri-
odically but please do not expect a response before Monday 5th January.  

 

If you are concerned about the safety of a child during this time please use the 
following contacts:  

• North Yorkshire Safeguarding Children Partnership telephone - 0300 131 2 131  

• More information about making a referral - https://
www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/aboutus/worried-about-a-child/  

• If you have serious, immediate concerns about a child call the Police on 999.  

 

If you’re a child who needs help, here are the details for Childline:  

• Phone - 0800 1111  

• Website - https://www.childline.org.uk/  

 

If you’re struggling with food, here are some links:  

• Hambleton Food Share - https://dev1.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk/  

• Middlesbrough Food Bank - https://middlesbrough.foodbank.org.uk/  

 

Worried about your child’s time online? Here is some advice from the NSPCC - 
https:// www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

 

Struggling with domestic abuse? Here is some information on how to get help - 
https:// www.gov.uk/guidance/domestic-abuse-how-to-get-help  

 

Need help with your mental health?  Advice can be found here — https://
www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/ 

https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/aboutus/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/aboutus/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://dev1.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk/
https://middlesbrough.foodbank.org.uk/







