
 

At Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale Schools we are KIND: 
 

Kind and accepting 
Independent learners 

Never giving up 
Determined to be our personal best 

 
Under God’s guidance, we teach children the importance 

of kindness towards others, tolerance and mutual  
respect.  This empowers children to have the courage to 

achieve their personal best. 
 

Psalm 145:17 
‘The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his 

works’ 
 

Luke 2:40 
‘And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 

with wisdom…’  
 

We uphold these values through our golden rules: 
• Be ready  

• Be respectful 
• Be safe 



K 
I 
N 
D 

The Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale CE Federation Newsletter 

Friday 6th November 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that everyone had a relaxing and restful half-term break.  The children have returned and settled 
straight back into the routines of school which has been wonderful to see, especially as we’ve had a busy first 
week! 

Monday saw KS1 pupils venture to Hartlepool Museum and Art Gallery for a visit linked to their current history 
topic—a great time was had by all.  Wednesday and Thursday saw Y5 and Y6 pupils take part in their Bikeabil-
ity sessions, learning about the importance of bike safety in a practical way.  We had some lovely feedback 
from the instructors, especially about their time spent on the 
roads around Carlton with the children. 

Don’t forget that next Thursday is KS2’s trip to Murton Park, if 
you need a reminder of the details please just ask at the of-
fice. 

With best wishes for the weekend, 

Mr. M. Scott  Executive Headteacher  

Notes 

Skip 2B Fit 

Just a reminder that Monday is our Skip 
2B Fit day—children should come to 
school in their PE kits please.  All Bilsdale 
are at Carlton all day. 

This is our final session with Dave as the 
DFE are withdrawing our Sports Premium 
funding gradually this academic year.  
We’d like to thank Dave for all of the 
work he’s done with the children over the 
last few years. 

Collective Worship 
 

This week’s No Outsiders got children 
thinking about all different kinds of fami-
lies, why not look at the story together as 
a family over the weekend—https://ks1no
-outsiders-
assembly.blogspot.com/2026/10/
different-families.html 

Safeguarding 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead for the federation is Matthew 
Scott.  The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Bilsdale is 
Rachel Grundmann and for Carlton is Diane Jeffries.  The Safe-
guarding Lead Governor is John Ford. 

If you have concerns about the safety of a child please speak to 
one of the staff named above. If you have concerns outside of 
school hours, please follow this link to the North Yorkshire Safe-
guarding Children Partnership website. 

Awards 

 

Vision Award—Gigi, Edith, Isla, Bea, Bilsdale Y5/6 

Handwriting Award—Oliver, Jasper, Louis, Beth 

Kindness Award—Heidi, Drew, Florence, Ellie 

Star of the Week—All Reception, Y3, Drew,        
Rafferty , Isaac D, Eve, Olive, Annie, Aurora 

Awards 

 

TTRS—None this week 

TTRS Change of Status—Unsigned Act—Oscar 

Headteacher Hot Chocolate—Mollie, Alice, Scarlett S, 
Zeff 

Corridor King/Queen—Monty and Ellie 
 

 

Attendance—our whole school target is 96%.   

Bilsdale—94.9% 

Carlton—93.3% 

National Average—95.7% 

Music of the Week 
 

Next week’s music of the week is 
‘Don’t Stop Me Now’ by Queen. 

https://ks1no-outsiders-assembly.blogspot.com/2026/10/different-families.html
https://ks1no-outsiders-assembly.blogspot.com/2026/10/different-families.html
https://ks1no-outsiders-assembly.blogspot.com/2026/10/different-families.html
https://ks1no-outsiders-assembly.blogspot.com/2026/10/different-families.html
https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/worried-about-a-child


News from the Classes 

 

Carlton EYFS 

Welcome back! We hope you all had a wonderful half term break. It has been lovely to welcome the 
children back to school and hear all about their adventures during the holidays. They have returned full 
of enthusiasm and excitement and we are delighted to begin our new topic, "Once Upon a Time", which 
will immerse them in the magical world of traditional fairy tales. 

Reception have continued to build on their phonics knowledge by learning the sounds Uu and Rr, devel-
oping their blending and segmenting skills and practising their handwriting through daily activities. In 
Maths, we have continued our Mastering Number programme while exploring circles and triangles 
through a range of practical and engaging learning opportunities. Meanwhile, Little Owls have been de-
veloping their early mathematical skills through games, songs, counting activities and mathematical 
conversations woven naturally throughout their play. 

Learning outdoors remains an important part of our curriculum and the children have thoroughly en-
joyed spending time in the Wildlife Area taking part in exciting Cinderella-themed activities. They have 
searched for woodland helpers hidden around the area, used natural materials to retell parts of the 
story and worked together to design and build a woodland home for Cinderella using sticks, leaves, 
bark and pinecones. These experiences have inspired wonderful imaginative play, storytelling and 
teamwork. Alongside this, the children have continued to develop their physical skills through balance 
bikes, Forest School, Dough Disco and a wide range of fine and gross motor activities designed to 
strengthen their coordination, confidence and independence.  

As always, we encourage you to continue sharing books together at home and talking about your child's 
learning experiences. Reading regularly, even for a few minutes each day, has a significant impact on 
language development, vocabulary and early reading skills. Please also remember to send your child 
with suitable outdoor clothing, as we continue to embrace outdoor learning whatever the weather. 

We have had a fantastic start to the second half of the autumn term and it has been a joy to see the 
children settling back into routines so quickly. We are looking forward to another exciting half term 
filled with learning, discovery, laughter and memorable experiences. 



News from the Classes 

 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS1 

What a lovely start to a new half term we had on Monday. Our first day back and our first visit out of 
school to Hartlepool Art Gallery. The children all had a fantastic day, beginning with a good explora-
tion of the wonderful artworks displayed around the gallery. They identified their favourite piece, ex-
plaining why it was their favourite and what they loved about it. We then played lots of games; using a 
colour wheel to find artworks with lots of one particular colour, finding pieces of art made from differ-
ent materials, thinking about what might have happened immediately after the painting had been com-
pleted. Some great ideas and lots of fantastic discussion. After that we created our own mini gallery 
exhibition and ordered paintings from our favourite to least favourite and then which paintings would 
work well if shown together and why. The 1950s toys came out next and we had lots of fun exploring, 
playing, talking about toys in the past and toys today. Before we left the gallery, we had a mystery ob-
ject to look at. After lots of super ideas, we eventually found out that the object was a portable radio. 
Not very small or portable at all! 

Back in school our new unit in art has been a great continuation from the gallery, as we looked at a 
range of faces and portraits, discussing the features and then sketching our own fabulous faces. We 
drew a simple grid to help us position our eyes, noses and mouth, used mirrors to look closely and add 
the smaller details of eyelashes, freckles and dimples. In history we have ordered decades chronologi-
cally and found some key events from each decade. We now know there are 10 years in a decade and 
are using this knowledge to help us count in 10s. 

What a great first week back we have had! Happy weekend to you all, stay safe with fireworks and 
have fun! 

 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS2 

Y5/6 enjoyed learning new cycling skills this week and have proved to be safe cyclists during their 
Bikeability sessions. Meanwhile, Y3/4 took the opportunity to power on with maths, becoming skilled at 
column subtraction. Our history and writing units continue with the children enjoying writing a recount 
based on Letters from the Lighthouse.   

A new half term brings some new units of work.  Connected to history, our DT unit is Make Do and 
Mend. We have looked at the Make Do and Mend campaign and how it influenced family life, fashion 
and the war effort. Over the next few weeks, the children will deconstruct some garments, learn some 
different stitching techniques before making their final item something new from something old.   

There are also new units of work in PSHE, RE and science. In science, Y3/4 are studying sound, learning 
that how sound travels and how to change pitch and volume, whilst Y5/6 are investigating light and 
how we see. There is a lot to look forward to this term including our trip to Murton Park next Thursday. 

 

 

 



Monday 9th   
November 

Skip 2B Fit 

All Bilsdale at Carlton today 

All 

Bilsdale 

n/a 

Tuesday 10th 
November 

Flu vaccinations at Carlton All Letter sent 

Wednesday 11th 
November 

Flu vaccinations at Bilsdale All Letter sent 

Wednesday 11th 
November 

Bilsdale children attending Remembrance Service 
at War Memorial 

Bilsdale n/a 

Thursday 12th 
November 

KS2 trip to Murton Park 

All Bilsdale at Carlton today 

KS2 Letter sent 

Friday 13th   
November 

Children in Need—non-uniform day and juice/
biscuits at breaktime. 

Suggested £2 per child donation 

All Letter sent 

Friday 13th   
November 

Reception and Y1 toothbrushing visit Reception and Y1 n/a 

Friday 13th   
November 

Library in, rescheduled from last week All n/a 

Monday 16th 
November 

Odd Socks Day All n/a 

Thursday 19th 
November 

Y5/6 to Crucial Crew 

All Bilsdale at Carlton today 

Y5/6 Letter sent 

Friday 20th   
November 

Reception and KS1 phonics and reading meeting Reception and Y1 
parents/carers 

Letter sent 

Thursday 26th 
November 

Public meeting on school closure, 5.30pm at    
Bilsdale School.  All welcome. 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 27th   
November 

Advent Service at St Botolph’s, Carlton, 2.15pm 

Families welcome 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 4th     
December 

Reindeer Run for Teesside Hospice All Letter sent, further 
info. to follow 

Monday 7th   
December 

Y5/6 residential to Peat Rigg Y5/6 Letter sent 

Monday 14th 
December 

All day rehearsal at Chop Gate Village Hall Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Tuesday 15th 
December 

Nativity performance 

Chop Gate Village Hall, 2pm.  Families welcome. 

Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Wednesday 16th 
December 

Whole school pantomime trip Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

Christmas dinner and jumper day All More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

Christmas coral concert at Carlton, 2pm 

Families welcome. 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

School closes for Christmas 

No after school provision today. 

All n/a 

Monday 4th   
January 

Staff training day, school closed to children All n/a 

Diary Dates 



Snacks 

 

Please can we again clarify what constitutes appropriate snacks for morning break time: 

 

• Children in Early Years and KS1 are provided with free fruit at school which is accessible 
every break time 

• If children of any age wish to bring a snack from home this must be eaten in the gazebo at 
breaktime where they are supervised by a member of staff 

• Our absolute preference is for fruit/vegetables, however we do also allow healthy alter-
natives such as crackers, cheese and rice cakes 

• A reminder that when cutting fruit and vegetables to consider choking hazards, circular 
shapes should be avoided 

• We do not allow children to eat crisps, biscuits, chocolate, sweets etc. at breaktime—if 
they bring these items they will be asked to return them to their bag and offered school 
fruit instead 

• All items should not contain nuts of any kind 



Book 

 

Mrs Howe came back to visit us today to share a book with the children which she has written 
and illustrated.  The children really enjoyed learning more about the process used to make the 
illustrations.  We were very lucky to be the first people that Mrs Howe has shared the book 
with outside of her family, and we can all say we have met and author and illustrator! 

For anyone who would like to purchase a copy, or to find out more about the book and its pro-
duction, they are available via the links below from next week. 

 

Mending Laura | phoebevee designs 

Mending Laura: Amazon.co.uk: Howe, Vicky: 9781836157496: Books 

https://www.phoebeveedesigns.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mending-Laura-Vicky-Howe/dp/1836157495/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2362FP2W2BW7P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.d4D0UZ_q1W67nDzyzvrvxw.A5k2cghgut9OEZeEYnZRr5uw_4rX6CV0MXtM3Ok3pDk&dib_tag=se&keywords=mending+laura&qid=1792343654&sprefix=mending+laura%2Caps%252











