
 

At Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale Schools we are KIND: 
 

Kind and accepting 
Independent learners 

Never giving up 
Determined to be our personal best 

 
Under God’s guidance, we teach children the importance 

of kindness towards others, tolerance and mutual  
respect.  This empowers children to have the courage to 

achieve their personal best. 
 

Psalm 145:17 
‘The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his 

works’ 
 

Luke 2:40 
‘And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 

with wisdom…’  
 

We uphold these values through our golden rules: 
• Be ready  

• Be respectful 
• Be safe 
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The Carlton & Faceby and Bilsdale CE Federation Newsletter 

Friday 13th November 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve had another busy week with lots of brilliant opportunities for the children to take part in.  Monday saw 
a visit from the ever-popular Dave from Skip 2B Fit—all classes enjoyed an active session of skipping and box-
ing.  This may be Dave’s final visit as the way we receive sports funding is changing, we’re really grateful for 
all of the work Dave has done with the children over the last few years. 

Yesterday KS2 ventured to Murton Park for their trip linking to their ‘Britain at War’ topic.  All of the staff 
were very impressed with the children’s attitudes and conduct on the visit. 

Attached to this week’s newsletter is the consultation docu-
ment for the proposed closure of Bilsdale School at the end of 
this academic year—parents and carers are invited to submit 
their thoughts to the LA by Friday 18th December. 

With best wishes for the weekend, 

Mr. M. Scott   

Executive Headteacher  

Notes 

Odd Socks Day 

A reminder that Monday is Odd Socks 
Day—children are invited to come to 
school in jazzy odd socks to celebrate 
their individuality for Anti-Bullying Week.  
No donation required. 

Collective Worship 
 

On Wednesday, pupils took 
part in special worship ses-
sions to mark Armistice Day.  
Bilsdale children took part in 
the village remembrance 
service at the war memorial. 

Safeguarding 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead for the federation is Matthew 
Scott.  The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Bilsdale is 
Rachel Grundmann and for Carlton is Diane Jeffries.  The Safe-
guarding Lead Governor is John Ford. 

If you have concerns about the safety of a child please speak to 
one of the staff named above. If you have concerns outside of 
school hours, please follow this link to the North Yorkshire Safe-
guarding Children Partnership website. 

Awards 

 

Vision Award—Reception, Eve, George, Bilsdale 
KS2, Class 3 

Handwriting Award—Gigi, Ted, Isla, Scarlett K,  
Siena, Toby 

Kindness Award—Oliver, Frank, Lauren, Siena,  

Star of the Week—Mollie, Monty, Heidi, Florence, 
George, Zara, Ellie, Oscar, Penelope, Sam, Daisy, 
William, Drew 

Awards 

 

TTRSY 3/4 —1st Oscar, 2nd Cruz, 3rd Aoife 

TTRS Y5/6—1st Eboni, 2nd Lyla, 3rd Lauren 

TTRS Change of Status—Support Act—Oscar 

Numbots Accuracy—1st Annie, 2nd Scarlett K, 3rd 
George 

Headteacher Hot Chocolate—Oliver, Florence,      
Lauren, Aoife 

Corridor King/Queen—Mollie and Lydia 
 

Attendance—our whole school target is 96%.   

Bilsdale—94.6% 

Carlton—93.8% 

National Average—95.7% 

Music of the Week 
 

Next week’s music of the week is 
‘The Loco-motion’ by Kylie Mingoue. 

https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/worried-about-a-child


News from the Classes 

 

Carlton EYFS 

What another fantastic, fun-filled and busy week we have had in Class 1! The children have continued 
to impress us with their enthusiasm, curiosity and wonderful attitudes towards learning. We started our 
week with a brilliant Skip2BFit session with Dave. The children had so much fun developing their gross 
motor skills, co-ordination, balance and stamina through a range of exciting skipping challenges. It was 
lovely to see their determination, perseverance and willingness to have a go, even when things were a 
little tricky! Dave was particularly impressed with their fantastic skipping skills, and we were incredi-
bly proud of everyone's efforts.  

Remembrance Day has been a particularly meaningful part of our learning this week. The children 
showed such thoughtfulness and sensitivity as we talked about remembering the brave soldiers who 
have served our country and why we wear poppies. We watched the beautiful and moving Poppies ani-
mation on CBeebies, which really captured the children's attention and encouraged some lovely discus-
sions about remembrance, kindness and peace. It was heart-warming to see how respectfully the chil-
dren listened and shared their thoughts. Our Remembrance learning also inspired some wonderful crea-
tive opportunities. The children explored the significance of poppies through a range of artistic activi-
ties, using different materials and loose parts to create their own beautiful poppy designs. These activ-
ities provided valuable opportunities to develop fine motor control, hand-eye co-ordination, creativity 
and self-expression. We were particularly impressed by the care, concentration and imagination the 
children demonstrated, with each creation being wonderfully unique! 

Our Once Upon a Time topic has also continued to capture the children's imaginations. This week, we 
have been exploring traditional tales, including Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Little Red Riding 
Hood. The children have enjoyed recalling familiar characters, sequencing events and discussing how 
different characters might be feeling. These experiences have encouraged some wonderful storytelling, 
imaginative thinking and increasingly confident communication. 

It has been another week filled with laughter, creativity, discovery and those lovely little moments 
that make EYFS such a special place to learn. We are seeing the children grow in confidence and be-
come increasingly independent, resilient and enthusiastic learners. 



News from the Classes 

 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS1 

We have enjoyed another busy week in Class 2, with all the children challenging themselves to be 
‘brave’ writers, use their marvellous maths brains and work hard on improving their handwriting and 
letter formation. Year 2s are now progressing to their first joins -joining a to n and a to m, using their 
leading lines, and we are seeing a real difference in their presentation. Keep up the great work all of 
you! Year 1 children have been revisiting and practising their ‘curly’ family (c, a, o, b and d) and work-
ing on improving the l family (l, i, t, u, j, y) focussing on tall and short letters and where to start and 
end a letter. Great work, we are very proud of you. In phonics both year groups have been thinking 
about long and short oo; using oo (moon), ue (blue), o (to), u-e (tune), ew (drew). In science we have 
been thinking about everyday materials, focussing on natural materials, such as clay, cotton, stone, 
sand, and thinking about what objects are made from these naturally found materials. Our history has 
taken us back in time to begin our discovery of what life was like in the 1950s. We have looked at how 
shopping has changed and how our homes and what is inside them have altered over the decades. The 
children loved finding out about the old sweet shops and were fascinated at discovering the uses of 
some of the artefacts we have borrowed from the art gallery. No one guessed what the sandwich toast-
er was and lots of children thought some small hair curlers were unusual scissors! It was lovely to see 
the class exploring real artefacts from the 50s, and they really have helped bring the past to life. 

Now the weather is colder, please make sure children bring a change of clothes for Forest School ses-
sions. The field is now wet and muddy, so waterproof bottoms, wellies and warm layers under a coat 
help to keep them both clean and warm. Also, please make sure children have their reading folders in 
school every day and have fun at home sharing books and blending and writing the words in the yellow 
blending books. A huge thank you for your support. 

We hope you have a wonderful weekend and lots of fun. Looking forward to another busy week, start-
ing with ‘Odd Socks Day’ on Monday! 

 

Carlton & Bilsdale KS2 

KS2 had a fantastic day at Murton Park yesterday, learning about life on the home front during WW2.  
Our leader, Gemma, was impressed with the children’s background knowledge and we were impressed 
with their engagement during the day—looking at artefacts, being historians and asking questions.  
Gemma explained how children were evacuated with a small suitcase, choosing only two personal 
items such as a teddy bear and book.  We re-enacted this, walking around to Murton Park’s train sta-
tion and seeing a 1940’s railway carriage.  The evacuees did not know where they were going and 
might have been split from siblings.  After this, we went into an Anderson shelter, the children noticing 
how dark and cramped it was. 

The children also took part in gas mask drills and tried to continue an activity wearing it until the ‘all 
clear’ was given.  Many children said this was the highlight of the day.  We also learned about the 
Women’s Land Army, how children helped in the war effort and visited a 1940’s style house.  The visit 
brought all of our learning over the last term, and our class text ‘Letters From the Lighthouse’, to life 
in a meaningful way for the children.  Next week, we will continue with our work on ‘Make Do and 
Mend’ and events that brought WW2 to an end. 

 

 

 



Monday 16th 
November 

Odd Socks Day All n/a 

Thursday 19th 
November 

Y5/6 to Crucial Crew 

All Bilsdale at Carlton today 

Y5/6 Letter sent 

Friday 20th   
November 

Reception and KS1 phonics and reading meeting Reception and Y1 
parents/carers 

Letter sent 

Thursday 26th 
November 

Public meeting on school closure, 5.30pm at    
Bilsdale School.  All welcome. 

All Consultation infor-
mation shared 

Friday 27th   
November 

Advent Service at St Botolph’s, Carlton, 2.15pm 

Families welcome 

All Letter sent 

Friday 4th     
December 

Reindeer Run for Teesside Hospice All Letter sent, further 
info. attached 

Monday 7th   
December 

Y5/6 residential to Peat Rigg Y5/6 Letter sent 

Monday 14th 
December 

All day rehearsal at Chop Gate Village Hall Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Tuesday 15th 
December 

Nativity performance 

Chop Gate Village Hall, 2pm.  Families welcome. 

Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Wednesday 16th 
December 

Whole school pantomime trip Rec-Y6 More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

Christmas dinner and jumper day All More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

Christmas carol concert at Carlton, 2pm 

Families welcome. 

All More info. to follow 

Friday 18th   
December 

School closes for Christmas 

No after school provision today. 

All n/a 

Monday 4th   
January 

Staff training day, school closed to children All n/a 

Diary Dates 

Bilsdale consultation 

Further information is available via the link below on the consultation for the proposed closure 
of Bilsdale Midcable Chop Gate CE VC Primary School from September 2027.  You can also sub-
mit your thoughts to the local authority by following the same link. 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/2026/chance-have-your-say-future-bilsdale-primary-
school?
fbclid=IwY2xjawVhaqpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4O
TIAAR-n948YG-
RWV8TXDdUoAz3Be-
wAxzOx_kWirng8Pzc2gTduRjgJoMH_PAU0P1w_aem_YX_7pJV2nKFMO756IHqn9Q 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/2026/chance-have-your-say-future-bilsdale-primary-school?fbclid=IwY2xjawVhaqpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR-n948YG-RWV8TXDdUoAz3BewAxzOx_kWirng8Pzc2gTduRjgJoMH_PAU0P1w_aem_YX_7pJV2nKFMO756
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/2026/chance-have-your-say-future-bilsdale-primary-school?fbclid=IwY2xjawVhaqpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR-n948YG-RWV8TXDdUoAz3BewAxzOx_kWirng8Pzc2gTduRjgJoMH_PAU0P1w_aem_YX_7pJV2nKFMO756
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/2026/chance-have-your-say-future-bilsdale-primary-school?fbclid=IwY2xjawVhaqpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR-n948YG-RWV8TXDdUoAz3BewAxzOx_kWirng8Pzc2gTduRjgJoMH_PAU0P1w_aem_YX_7pJV2nKFMO756
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/2026/chance-have-your-say-future-bilsdale-primary-school?fbclid=IwY2xjawVhaqpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR-n948YG-RWV8TXDdUoAz3BewAxzOx_kWirng8Pzc2gTduRjgJoMH_PAU0P1w_aem_YX_7pJV2nKFMO756
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/2026/chance-have-your-say-future-bilsdale-primary-school?fbclid=IwY2xjawVhaqpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR-n948YG-RWV8TXDdUoAz3BewAxzOx_kWirng8Pzc2gTduRjgJoMH_PAU0P1w_aem_YX_7pJV2nKFMO756
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/2026/chance-have-your-say-future-bilsdale-primary-school?fbclid=IwY2xjawVhaqpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR-n948YG-RWV8TXDdUoAz3BewAxzOx_kWirng8Pzc2gTduRjgJoMH_PAU0P1w_aem_YX_7pJV2nKFMO756













